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Winter Service Policy Amendment

Executive Summary

1. Currently additional grit bins can be funded by Township funds and placed on 
the adopted highway network if they meet the criteria set out in the Winter 
Service Policy. The proposed changes to the policy would allow Members the 
discretion to fund additional grit bins outside of the current criteria.

Recommendation

2. Members are asked to approve the amendment to the Winter Service Policy to 
allow the discretion to locate new grit bins outside of the current criteria. 

Reason for Recommendation

3. This discretion will allow grit bins to be located on a larger part of the network 
which will enable more residents to self-help in the event of severe winter 
weather. 

Key Points for Consideration

4.     Members regularly fund the cost of new grit bins for purchase, installation 
    and service (26 fills) at a cost of £1006.46.

    Funds are often approved if Members champion a particular request, and   
    currently these are only supported if they are in line with the Winter Service 
    Policy, and the location is approved by Highways Maintenance.

    The Council currently has a total of 641 requests outstanding, logged via 
    Townships, Highways and the Contact Centre. When a resident submits a
    request they receive the following response:

    Thank you for your enquiry dated _______ relating to ________.
  
In September 2011 Rochdale council accepted the existing location of all salt bins as 



the baseline inventory.

The policy was that this inventory would enable the salt bins to be maintained and all 
bins refilled as necessary from the Councils winter maintenance budget.

All new requests for salt bins since 2011 are considered by the relevant Township 
office.

Whilst having no dedicated funding for new bins your request will be considered 
should funding be identified in the future.

I will pass your enquiry on to the Townships & Communities Manager for inclusion on 
our records. 

The current winter service policy states “Townships can request and fund the 
provision and maintenance of salt bins at their own expense. However, all salt bins 
must be located on the adopted highway network and be for the purpose of treating 
the adopted highway. Requests for salt bins will be assessed by the Township 
Offices and Ward Councillors on a priority basis using the guidance decision process 
identified in Appendix 5.”

The table below highlights the current criteria that a location has to meet before a grit 
bin can be installed. 

The proposed amendment will allow new grit bins to be located on parts of the 
adopted network where the above criteria isn’t met but approved by Members.



The Winter Service Policy would be amended to include the following statement – 
“Members have the discretion to approve grit bin requests in locations that don’t meet 
the criteria set out in table A5.1.” 

Alternatives Considered

Not amending the Winter Service Policy and applying the location criteria to all new 
grit bin requests. 

Costs and Budget Summary

5. Additional grit bins are funded through Township Budget so there would be no 
immediate impact on the highways winter service revenue budget. 

Risk and Policy Implications

The current Winter Service Policy would be amended to include the above 
discretion and the Winter Service Policy will continue to operate in the way 
that it does now.

6.

Consultation

7. Not applicable.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. Winter Service Policy Princess Street Depot
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